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There is scarcely a man alive who has been more in-
' hnmtcl) associated with the cold war than General Max-
well D. Taylor. He was the ULS. commander in Berlin
during the Truman administration, commander of the
Fighth Army in Korea for the later stages of the conflict
“there, Chief of Staff of the Army during the Eisenhower
‘x(hmm\tmllon a special consullant for Kennedy on the
Bay of Pigs, I\(nnc(]) s personal adviser on military
aflairs, .md fnm”) Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
under Kennedy. Taylor served President Johnson in a
© variety of positions, for a ycar as ambassador to Vietnam
and the rest of-the time as an adviser on Vietnamese
* affairs. Jle has held these positions hecause he has cared

the respeel and trust of four presidents; because he has |

held the positions there is hardly a cold. war crisis in
w]n(‘h e has not heen deeply involved. :

i Viewed from the perspeetive of the White Huusc._
Fay]m was a godsend: tireless, extremely intelligent and
articulate, a storehouse of fresh ideas to solve old prob-
~ lems, able to present firm recommendations and to super-
vise their implementation. Others have scen Taylor differ-
'cnlly~lna critics point to his advocacy of hm)led war and
his insistenée on building such units as the Green Berets
as instrumental in’ gelling us info Vietnam. Taylor, accord-
ing to the critics, al\m)s urgés the use of force, sees only
_ml])lmy &olulmns to ]Johllcal prob](‘m: and could be dis: -
missed as a hopeless cold warrior if only he had not hcld
so much power and used it so disastrously.

. Both the pro- and anti-Tayler groups will find support
for their poxitions in the general’s memoirs, which, not
incidently, are of a superior litcrary quality, far surpass-
ing the usual old soldier’s tales. Taylor tells the whole
story of his life, heginning in the public schools of Kansas
City, continuing through West Point, tours in the Far East,
World War I, and on into the cold war. Tle was an:
authentic hero in the big wars in 1943 he went alone into

Stephen E. Ambrose is the author of Supreme Com-
.mander: The War Years of General Dwight D. Eisen-
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‘Germanheld Rome on th(- cve of the invasion of Ttaly to°
iry to work out a deal with the Italians and, in 1944, was |
- one of the first Amcrlcans to airdrop into France on D-

Day, where he sery ed as commander of the famous 101st

Airborne. After the war he was %u_pgl_mlendult of West

I’oml before moving on to Berlin. :
laylor s preparation for the highest levels of govern-
mcnt in short, was wellnigh perfect. An accomplished
hngur«l he worked on a (]a]l) hasis with most of the free
world’s leaders and traveled widely. He had firsthand
knowledge of the trouble spots and of the military poten-
. tial of the United States; thus he knew which pegs to put
Jinto which holes, e meshed beautifully with the Kennedy
team of young, dynamic intellecluals eager to save the
world by getting tough with Russia, China, “and their allies.
Kennedy himself had been greatly impressed by Taylor’s
1960 l)ook The Uncertain Trumpet, calling it “most per-
suasive,’ * and along with Secretary of Defense MeNamara
set about to build lh(‘ conventional Jorces that would make
- Taylor’s strategy of flexible response feasible. Kennedy
gave Taylor a wide variety of important assignments,

but the one that counted in the end was lo advise the
}nnxdcnt on what to do about Vietnam,

l Taylor’s advice, then and. now, was.to do \slmlcvcr had
| 1o be done to save the country, i.e., to prevent a Viet Cong
" victory. Thanks to flexible response, Kennedy had built
. the units to do the job (or'so he and Taylor thought ).
Taylor did warn Kennedy on the possible dangers of intro-
ducing American troops to Vietnain, Before dkmn the first
.step, I.n)im declared, the “U.S. government ~«houh| delib-

erately and thoughtfully decide \shothu or not it commit-

ted itself without reservation to préventing the fall of Soutlh
Vietnam to Communism .'md, if =0, \\heth(x i was ready
to pay whatever pr 100 lhdl comm)lmm[ might entail.” He
warned that as many as six divisions mmhl ultimately he’

“ 1(-(111110(1 The military made cerfaiin, in othcr words, that

- Kennedy knew what he was getting into in Vietnam; this

would scem to he suflicient answer to these who eclaim

that Jack Kennedy never would have escalated the war as
¢ Johnson did.

ministration; as Taylor reports, McNamara “was off the

“He earned the respect and {rust -
of four presidents; there is o
“hardly a cold war crisis in which

he was notdeeply involved.”

starting blocks Tike a shot as soon as he received the go-
ahead from President Kennedy.” Over the next decade
Taylor spent most of his time. either visiting Vietnam on
investigaling trips or else making recommendations about
what to do there. Ju general, hix advice was to step up the
level of fighting in 01(]01 to foree Tanoi to call off lh(- war.
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The warning never even slowed down the Kennedy ad-*
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